Familial Endocrine Syndromes.
Endocrine tumors may present as sporadic events or as part of familial endocrine syndromes. Familial endocrine syndromes (or inherited tumor/neoplasm syndromes) are characterized by multiple tumors in multiple organs. Some morphologic findings in endocrine tumor histopathology may prompt the possibility of familial endocrine syndromes, and these recognized histologic features may lead to further molecular genetic evaluation of the patient and family members. Subsequent evaluation for these syndromes in asymptomatic patients and family members may then be performed by genetic screening.